
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
DATE: August 9, 2024 

RE: UPDATE – Sentencing in State v Alton William Cumbo Jr. 

           

          On August 8, 2024, Alton William Cumbo Jr., 30, of Edgewood was sentenced by the 

Honorable Diane Adkins-Tobin following his February 2024 convictions for Second Degree 

Murder, Use of a Firearm in a Crime of Violence, and Illegal Possession of a Regulated Firearm 

by a Prohibited Person with a Felony Conviction. During sentencing, the State argued for, and 

the Judge imposed, the maximum possible sentence of seventy-five (75) years to serve, twenty 

(20) years of which are without the possibility of parole.  This sentence is an upward deviation 

from the Maryland Sentencing Guidelines, which were calculated to be twenty-five (25) to forty 

(40) years to serve.   

 

          During his sentencing, considering the Defendant’s criminal history and the facts of this 

case, Judge Adkins-Tobin noted that he was not a candidate for rehabilitation, as nothing the 

Court could do would deter him from further criminal behavior, and therefore, a sentence had to 

be crafted that would protect the community from this person who is a threat and a danger.   

 

          During the same appearance in court, Judge Adkins-Tobin also sentenced Cumbo on a 

Violation of Probation stemming from convictions for Second Degree Assault and Theft Under 

$100 in 2014.  On the Violation of Probation, the Defendant received a sentence of seven years 

and six months to serve, just one month shy of the maximum sentence he could have received in 

that case.   

 

          The sentence in the Second Degree Murder case and the sentence in the Violation of 

Probation case were ordered to be served consecutively to each other for a total of eighty-two 



(82) years and six (6) months.  These sentences were also ordered to be served consecutively to 

any outstanding unserved sentences both in Harford County and other jurisdictions. 

 

          Following the sentencing hearing State’s Attorney Alison Healey issued the following 

statement, “I am incredibly proud of the tremendous work by Assistant State’s Attorney Jason 

Allen to ensure this maximum sentence today.  As stated by the Court, Alton Cumbo is not a 

candidate for rehabilitation or someone that will be deterred from future criminal behaviors. His 

criminal conduct tragically took the life of a Harford County citizen, and that simply will not be 

tolerated.  My office will continue to pursue aggressive and above guidelines sentences for 

anyone who commits acts of violence in our community.  Today, I hope the victim’s family can 

be at peace and feel as though justice was served in knowing that the person responsible for their 

terrible loss will likely spend the rest of his life behind bars.” 

 

          State’s Attorney Healey also thanks Detective Moro and Harford County Sheriff’s Office 

for their efforts that led to this successful prosecution. She also expresses gratitude to the Federal 

Bureau of Investigation and the Office of the State Medical Examiner for their cooperation in 

furthering this investigation.  Finally, she acknowledges the emergency responders that 

responded to the scene and made every effort to save the life of this victim.    


